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a comprehensvie guide to the arizona constitution and the workings of the arizona state government

in the arizona state constitution john d leshy provides a comprehensive history of arizona s
constitutional development adopted at the height of the progressive movement the constitution
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contains many progressive innovations leshy describes these along with the dramatic changes the
state has undergone in subsequent decades he also includes a section by section commentary which
crisply discusses the evolution and interpretation of each section including significant court decisions
thoroughly updated to reflect amendments and court cases through the fall of 2012 the second edition
of the arizona state constitution is an essential reference guide for readers who seek a rich account of
arizona s constitutional evolution the oxford commentaries on the state constitutions of the united
states is an important series that reflects a renewed international interest in constitutional history and
provides expert insight into each of the 50 state constitutions each volume in this innovative series
contains a historical overview of the state s constitutional development a section by section analysis of
its current constitution and a comprehensive guide to further research under the expert editorship of
professor g alan tarr director of the center on state constitutional studies at rutgers university this
series provides essential reference tools for understanding state constitutional law books in the series
can be purchased individually or as part of a complete set giving readers unmatched access to these
important political documents

a comprehensvie guide to the arizona constitution and the workings of the arizona state government

presents the complete arizona constitution along with explanations of each section and a selection of
significant court cases that have helped define its meaning

the constitution of arizona is built upon a foundational triad of interrelated principles sovereignty
individual rights and governance these core values serve as the ideological framework and functional
backbone of the state s political and legal system they are interwoven throughout the constitution
guiding how power is exercised how citizens are protected and how government is held accountable
understanding these principles is essential for appreciating both the historical origins and ongoing
relevance of arizona s constitutional order rights a broad and explicit declaration the arizona
constitution includes a comprehensive declaration of rights in article ii which serves as the state s
equivalent to the federal bill of rights however the state s protections often go further emphasizing
civil liberties equality and individual autonomy in ways that sometimes exceed federal minimum
standards for example the arizona constitution explicitly protects the right to privacy the right to bear
arms and the right to open courts and legal remedies it also affirms freedom of speech freedom of
religion and the right to assemble and petition the government making clear that these freedoms are
guaranteed regardless of the political climate importantly arizona s rights provisions also reflect its
regional and historical context provisions related to eminent domain labor protections and water
rights speak to the unique economic and environmental conditions of the american southwest the
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constitution also prohibits discrimination based on sex and affirms that no special privileges or
immunities shall ever be granted underscoring a commitment to equal protection under the law
governance structure accountability and balance the constitution establishes a government structured
around the separation of powers into three coequal branches the legislative executive and judicial
each branch is granted defined responsibilities and checks upon the others ensuring that no single
entity can dominate state governance the legislative branch comprised of a bicameral legislature
house and senate is responsible for creating laws appropriating funds and representing the interests of
the electorate the executive branch headed by the governor carries out the laws and administers state
agencies arizona s executive branch is notably plural meaning that key officers such as the attorney
general and secretary of state are elected independently rather than appointed by the governor the
judicial branch interprets laws and ensures their alignment with the constitution arizona employs a
merit selection process for appellate judges designed to balance independence with public
accountability in addition arizona s constitution emphasizes transparency ethics and responsibility in
governance provisions such as term limits open meeting laws and disclosure requirements are all
designed to maintain public trust and reduce corruption the constitution of arizona is not a static legal
code but a living expression of the state s democratic ethos its key principles sovereignty rights and
governance continue to guide arizona s political life more than a century after their initial ratification
together they form a dynamic framework that balances individual freedom with collective
responsibility and state authority with popular control these enduring values help to ensure that
arizona remains as its founders intended a government of the people by the people and for the people

the arizona constitution was written in 1910 amended and ratified by arizona voters and approved by
congress in 1911 on valentine s day in 1912 arizona was declared an equal state of the union since that
time arizona citizens have freely exercised their right to amend the constitution the constitution now
has 29 articles and over 40 000 words this book will help you to read study and understand the
fundamental structure of arizona s government and the rights and responsibilities of arizona s citizens
and elected officials

the arizona constitution is the governing document of arizona the current constitution is the first and
only adopted by the state of arizona as of the november 2014 election when proposition 122 was
approved by the state s voters the arizona constitution has been amended 152 times

this second edition continues to describe and discuss the institutions of government in arizona and the
arizona constitution contents include arizona s political environment the arizona constitution the
arizona legislature the arizona executive branch budget finance and personnel the arizona judiciary
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trial rights political parties and interest groups elections and voting local governments metros cities
and suburbs and intergovernmental relations

from 1900 to 1908 includes the annual digest of canadian cases decided in the judicial committee of the
privy council in the supreme and exchequer courts of canada and in the courts of the provinces
edited by edward b brown
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